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This session guided participants through the fundamentals of fundraising for a grassroots organization.  The object was to give participants fundraising knowledge, materials and tactics that would help their groups raise more money. 

As many of you know, we fundraise so that we can have more resources for our activist work and we would not be able to do our activist work if we did not have money to fund them.  So the more money we raise the more money we have for our human rights work. 


In order to know how to raise more money you need to know what motivates people to give.  In this session we reviewed Canadian giving trends and the whys, whats and hows of how people give their money away in Canada.  For example, did you know that the number one way that people choose to donate is through sponsoring someone in an event?  In the notes attached you will also find other interesting giving trends that will help you become a better fundraiser. 

The number one rule of fundraising is to ASK!!!  Many people have a fear of asking others for money, but as someone wise once said you don't get what you don't ask for. 





The five key ingredients for successful fundraising are: 
 
1) Know what motivates people to give 

• Match your story to the donor's interests 

2) Know your project and organization 


3) Make a clear/compelling presentation 

• Use appropriate language, give realistic expectations and provide relevant outcomes 


4) Be aware of all of the different potential sources of funding and trends with your region 


5) Commit to thorough follow-up, evaluation and reporting 

• Gives credibility, enhanced likelihood of future donations 

• Thank! Thank! Thank! 



There are various ways to raise money. However, one of the best ways for groups to raise more money is from events. 



The 6 Ways to Maximize Your Group's Fundraising Income include: 

add a fundraising component to all events 
membership forms at all events 
aim for zero budget events 
develop a team with a diverse skill set to help your group fundraise 
to develop a system to record donations and gifts in kind (keep records) 
have a plan or 'big picture' 


In this session we had time to learn from each other's experiences and participants left the session with a handout of resources (that includes FREE books). 

