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Death penalty arguments: 

It’s a deterrent

No. In the past 25 years, studies show that it is not. Including UN studies. A 1985 FBI report showed that the number of law enforcement officers killed was four times higher in states with capital punishment than states without it. 

People favour the DP

It has been shown that mostly people responding to polls such as these are responding out of their emotions – they want something done.

But the most significant reason for changing attitudes is the use of DNA evidence.

That person will no longer kill

True, but the death penalty is often wrongly applied. Reported in national media that nearly 90 people convicted of murder since 1973 have been found innocent.  

If Canada had the DP, Donald Marshall, David Milgard and Guy Morin would have been executed – wrongly.

While doubts are cast against the DP, however, support for it is generated by school killings, the Oklahoma bombings remain in the headlines, even though murder rates are down.

Something is seen to be done

Those people who support DP feel that “justice” has been done. Even though justice is often a lottery – that the innocent are convicted, that there is a racial bias, incompetent police investigations – especially when police forces are pressured to make an arrest in cases of a violent crime. There are incompetent lawyers, prosecutors, trial judges. And most people executed are poor and friendless. 

It costs more to keep a killer in prison

Studies in U.S. show that from the first trial to its numerous appeals, the cost is higher than keeping a person in prison. 

It is closure for the victim’s family.

There is no closure. Victim families are often left out of the picture and news is centred on the person being executed. Killing does not stop the killing. 

Kill the killer – and you’re even.

You’re not even – you’re down two.

DP for only the most serious crimes

Then it truly is a lottery. 

Lethal injection is a “humane” method of killing.

There is no humane method -- killing is killing. State-sanctioned death is cruel and inhuman however it is performed. And furthermore, every method of execution has been botched, brutalizing the person cruelly.   

